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Calendar of Events
Wear orange in the woods.   No hunting on Sundays.
Winter Parking Ban goes into effect Dec. 1
December 4  Saturday
2:43 a.m. New Cold Moon

10 a.m.   Friends of the Library meeting.  All welcome.

6:30 p.m           Tree Lighting at the Gazebo in South Royalston

December 5  Sunday 
2 pm Craft program- Create a holiday garland festooned with 
miniature lights at Town Hall.    Cost $5. Space is limited .  Sign 
up in person, or by calling, or emailing the Library.  Refreshments

December 9  Thursday
6 p.m. Ladies Benevolent Society Holiday Basket Packing at Town 
Hall.  Call Theresa for info or to recommend someone to receive a  
cheery  delivery of goodies this holiday-  978-249-3819.  All welcome.  

December 10  Friday
5:30 pm  Tree Lighting on the Common, sponsored 
by the Cultural Council: Santa and his fire truck, caroling, and 
wreath sales! Enjoy homemade snacks including chowder, cook-
ies, s’mores, and more! Performances by the Northfield Children’s 
Choir and the Athol Congregational Church Handbell Choir. 

December 13  Monday
Geminid Meteor Shower – today and tomorrow. 
Look to northern skies for frequent (more than a me-
teor a minute!) and brilliant shooting stars. 

December 18  Saturday
11:35 p.m. Full Cold Moon

December 21  Tuesday
10:59 a.m. Winter Solstice – First Day of Winter

December 22  Wednesday
Ursid Meteor Shower, the final meteor shower of 
2021, takes place in the pre-dawn hours, with a shoot-
ing star every five or six minutes.

December 24  Friday
Christmas Federal Holiday - Town offices, Post of-
fice, schools closed

December 25 Saturday  Christmas Day

January 1, 2022  Saturday
New Year’s Day – Post Office, P. S. Newton Library, 
all schools closed; no meetings

January 2  Sunday
1:33 p.m.  New Wolf Moon

January 3  Monday
Winter Reading Program begins at Library
ARRSD, Monty Tech, and The Village School re-
sume classes after holiday break

January 17   Monday
Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday observed – Post 
Office, P. S. Newton Library, all schools closed; no 
meetings
6:48 p.m.  Full Wolf Moon

January 21 Friday
Historical Society quarterly meeting at home of 
President Peter Kraniak.  Call 249-0358 for info.   

Royalston neighbors and families …. You are 
cordially invited to join us at these two 
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South Village Tree Lighting  
At the Gazebo – Saturday, December 4, 6:30 p.m. 

  

*Santa and His Fire Truck    *Hot Chocolate and 
Cookies    *120 Drawing winner announcements        
*Caroling, LBS Memory Ornaments and more 

 

Sponsored by the Royalston South Village Revitalization 
Committee and the Royalston Arts Council 
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Select Board Notes
Christine Long, clerk     
Ride Service for Seniors and Homebound Residents. As of January 
1 or soon thereafter, Royalston will offer rides to senior citizens and 
homebound residents to Royalston, Athol, Winchendon, Orange, Gard-
ner, Fitchburg and Greenfield. Allowed destinations are the senior lunch 
program, medical appointments or services, banks, the post office and 
grocery stores, Monday through Friday, 7 am till 5 pm.

This service is a long time coming; the Council on Aging has been work-
ing on the proposal for years, and at last they and the Select Board have 
reached agreement with MART, the Montachusett Regional Transit Au-
thority. The town makes a small financial contribution to the program 
each year and riders will pay small fees, but the majority of the cost will 
be paid for through a COA grant.

All seniors will receive a copy of the program guidelines in the mail; 
the guidelines include information about how to schedule rides and the 
rules for use of the service. Homebound residents or their caregivers 
can request a copy by contacting the Select Board office (978-249-9641 
or bos@royalston-ma.gov). The guidelines will also be available on the 
town website, in the Public Records/Policy section.

In the near future, a member of the Select Board will attend a senior 
lunch to answer questions in person.

Cable in Royalston. Last month the Select Board met 
with representatives from the Massachusetts Broadband 
Institute and Charter Communications about the plan to 
bring cable to town for broadband access and, if residents 
choose, television. It was an introductory meeting, with 

no new information. The board did act on some technicalities to shift our 
state grant from the local broadband network to Charter.

The board had earlier appointed a three-member Cable Advisory Com-
mittee charged with reviewing the agreement Charter will offer the town 
and providing advice to the board. Once a license is granted, Charter will 
work with National Grid and Verizon to install the cable; completion of 
the network will take up to two years.

Looking Ahead to Fiscal Year 2023. Though it is still 2021, the town is 
already beginning to plan for the fiscal year that will run from July 2022 
through June 2023. The Select Board has reminded departments that 
their budgets are due by January 1, and recommended that they hue 
as much as possible to 2½ percent increases. As usual, there is much 
unknown about the coming fiscal year, including the school budget 
and capital needs.

While we are (thankfully) again able to use our free cash (unspent money 
from the previous year), we have in recent years had to tap these monies 
to fund the operating budget. We remind residents that the Stabilization 
Fund is basically about as low as we want to go, while we have fully 
depleted our Capital Stabilization Fund.

Holiday Wishes. The Select Board hopes all residents had a satisfying 
Thanksgiving with family and friends and wishes all residents enjoyable 
Hanukkah, Christmas and New Year’s holidays. We live in a beautiful 
town and want the holidays to be beautiful for everyone.

Transportation for Seniors and Disabled
Gary Winitzer
The Council on Aging and Select Board announces an agree-
ment with Montachusett Regional Transportation (MART) 
to provide transportation for Royalston residents aged 60 
and older and those that qualify as disabled. Transportation 
will be provided for rides to Senior Lunch, medical appoint-
ments, Post Office and banks from Monday to Fridays, ex-
cept holidays. Round trip fares will be $2.00 for Royalston, 
Athol and Winchendon; $4.00 for Gardner or Orange; and 
$10.00 for Fitchburg and Greenfield. Reservations for rides 
must be made on preceding business day by calling   1-800-

922-5636, option 3. More details to be released soon.

South Royalston Revitalization Committee
December features two fun family events 
sponsored by the Royalston Arts Coun-
cil. They are co-sponsoring with RSVR 
the South Village Tree Lighting on Sat-
urday, Dec 4 at 6:30. And they are spon-
soring the Tree Lighting Ceremony on 
the Common on Friday, Dec 10 at 5:30. 
Please come and enjoy! 

Thank you to Linda Alger, Marlene Jarvenpaa and Maureen 
Blasco for organizing the annual RSVR Fall Fundraiser to 
support our programs. A few tickets for the 120 Drawing and 
the quilt raffle are available at the Country Store through De-
cember 3, the day before the winners are announced at the 
South Village Tree Lighting on December 4.  Thank you to 
Mary Barclay for creating and donating the beautiful quilt 
that is being raffled!

Thank you to the folks who are working on the South Village 
Tree Lighting: Janice Trask, Linda Alger, Rose Lawrence, 
Nancy Monette, Luann Simula, Joyce Neale, and Tammy 
Ayers. Refreshments are being donated by Nancy Monette 
and Dickie and Rose Lawrence.The Ladies Benevolent Soci-
ety will be there to sell ornaments in memory of loved ones. 

The Winter Parking Ban will be 
in effect from December 1, 2021 

thru April 30, 2022.  Any vehicles left in 
the public way can be towed at the owner’s expense. This 
is enforced 24/7. Thank you for your  full cooperation with 
this request.  

A good reminder is to secure your mail boxes for the plow-
ing of these streets. Take some extra care in fastening these 
receptacles. 
   Thank you,
   Keith R. Newton,
   DPW-Supt.
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Royalston Emergency Management 
Director Jim Barclay, e-mail ema@royalston-ma.gov or 978-249-2904 

   Coronavirus Status:  Mid-November saw a Heywood Health-
care 7-day COVID-19 positivity rate of 14.42%, as compared 
to the state rate of 2.84%. According to Heywood’s Infection 
Prevention Director Jo Doyle, the area has been in “surge” since 
the week following July 4th, but numbers are really spiking now.  
Athol, Winchendon, and Gardner are all vying for highest com-
munity positivity rates in Worcester County.  According to Doyle, 
these are the highest COVID-19 transmission rates seen at any 
time since the pandemic began.  More than 80% of hospitaliza-
tions are unvaccinated people, with some needing to stay more 
than 80 days.  Holidays are here.  GET. THE. FACTS.    GET. 
THE. VAX.     NOW!

FACTS on COVID-19 are found at www.cdc.gov  and/or www.
mass.gov; social media sites are NOT reliable sources of FACTS! 
Keep up on MA and Worcester County transmission rates at https://
covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view .

 December  - January Readiness:
     Of course, by now you’ve put enough non-perishable foods and 
sealed water in storage to keep your family (and pets) nourished 
and hydrated for at LEAST three days.  You have all fresh batteries 
in flashlights and smoke/carbon monoxide/radon detectors.  Your 
motor vehicles are prepped for winter now, with appropriate anti-
freeze concentration, full windshield washer fluid container, and 
fresh windshield wipers.  A little sand or kitty litter in the trunk 
to help if you’re stuck, and a blanket, hat, and some high-energy 
snacks in case.  Gas tanks should be kept topped off.
    If a Winter Storm Warning is announced, get to wherever you 
intend to stay, and then stay off the roads.  Make sure vehicles are 
parked away from the roadsides, and out from under any question-
able trees.  Listen for emergency information and alerts.  Keep an 
eye on your neighbors, especially if they are elders, or have health 
challenges.  If snow is building, make certain all vents for heat-
ing, for dryers, etc. are cleared at least three feet in all directions.  
If you end up using a generator, it needs to be outside – not in 
an open garage, not on the porch – outside, and in the wide-open 
space.  A generator improperly used can injure linemen working 
on the wires.  If you do not know how to safely use your generator, 
please, ask for some help!
    It’s been a rough couple of years on public safety personnel.  
Please help us help you.  NOW is the time to find out what you 
can do to stay safe during winter weather!  If you need some in-
formation, check out www.ready.gov .  If you can’t find what you 
need, contact me at ema@royalston-ma.gov or leave a message at 
978-249-2904.
   Preparedness beats panic every time.  Be informed.  Make a plan.

Board of Health News
Phil Leger, chair
A recent Boston Globe article mentions the Purgatory of Covid 
that we’re in. That describes our region pretty well.
The Delta surge has settled in with a current all time high of 
19 cases in Royalston. Those of you that have done your own 
research like Aaron Rogers should know, the only way out of 
this pandemic is by vaccination.  With the colder weather and 
holiday season upon us, folks are going to want to be inside 
with people.  Masking is still one of the most effective easy 
ways to protect oneself. We all know folks and possibly family 
members who have had Covid by now. Some symptoms have 
been mild and others have suffered more. In the meantime, we 
sit in purgatory. Boosters are now available to all after 6 months 
from last vaccine of Pfizer and Moderna and 2 months after 
Johnson and Johnson for those 18 and older.  .Do your part for 
our community and your family. GET THE VAX...

RRATS will be open Friday December 24 and Friday Decem-
ber 31 and closed due to holidays falling on Saturday this year, 
7-1:45 usual time. Make a note on this.

When bringing holiday packaging for recycling, please remove 
foam, styrofoam, plastic ties and bags and other non paper items 
prior to recycling.

A word about paint. We do not take paint at RRATS. We partici-
pate in a fall regional haz/mat collection every year. Latex and 
water based paint can be dried up with speedy dry or kitty litter 
and put in trash. It is not to be left at the transfer station in a pile. 

Ticks are still active, so check yourselves and pets when coming 
in from outside. 

Royalston Fire and EMS
     Thanks to the pandemic, Royalston Fire & EMS Association’s 
annual Turkey Raffle was limited to raffling off two Thanksgiving 
baskets and a bonus turkey, but it was definitely done with “Pan-
demic Panache”.  The event was broadcast 
live, over social media, as Royalston Fire 
Chief Eric Jack pulled the winning tick-
ets.  Lucky basket recipients included Rick 
Stauder and Kevin Knowlton.  Kathy Barry 
was the winner of the bonus turkey.  The 
Association thanked the Red Apple Farm 
for its  donation, and Market Basket for as-
sembling the baskets.
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Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Jeffrey Mangum, Jennifer Basso, Theresa Quinn
Open and pick up hours:  Mondays 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. ; Thursdays  1:00 - 5:00 p m . and 6:30 - 8 p.m. ;

 Saturdays: 9:00 am-12 noon
978-249-3572  www.royalstonlibrary.org

   

Ongoing:   

Donations to the Friends
Robert Hendrie and Janace Wamboldt
Nancy and Matt Hickler

Thank You
The Dempsey family and The Friends of the Library for pro-
viding Halloween treats

What’s ‘New’ At the Library
If you’re approaching the front of the Library after dark and the 
Library isn’t open, you will be bathed in light upon reaching the 
steps.  This is thanks to Robert Fairchild for introducing us to and 
installing a motion-detecting light near the entrance to the build-
ing.  No more stumbling up the steps to try to find the drop box.  
And each of us is grateful each time we leave at night and don’t 
have to fumble for the slot for the key to lock the door. 

Winter Reading Program – 
“Get Your Mitts Around a Good Book”

Join in the fun!  Read books and win 
prizes. This year’s winter reading pro-
gram begins on January 3rd and runs 
through February 21st.  Check out and 
read a book and earn a ticket to win great pr izes .  
Only Library checkouts count towards prizes.  
Thanks to the Friends of the Library for providing 
the great prizes.

Hotspot Happenings
The T-Mobile and Mobile Beacon Hotspots have been instrumen-
tal in bringing the internet to people who don’t have access and to 
those wishing unlimited data for free.  The Mobile Beacon Cool-
pad hotspots seem to work best in the South Village and elsewhere 
around town and the T-Mobile most areas of town, except the 
South Village.  Thanks to the Friends for funding the Mobile Bea-
con Hotspots and the Massachusetts Board of Library Commis-
sioners administered by the Institute of Museum and Library Ser-
vices for the T-Mobile Hotspots. T-Mobile hotspot service areas 
are delineated at http://maps.t-mobile.com.  And if you are travel-
ing, the hotspots can be used wherever T-Mobile or Sprint (for 
the Mobile Beacon Coolpads) service is available.  The T-Mobile 
hotspots even work in other countries where T-mobile is available. 

Holiday Garland Workshop

On Sunday, December 5, at 2:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, Barbara 
Richardson will lead a workshop where each person will create a 
holiday garland to grace his or her home.  The program has proven 
to be extremely popular and is already full, but if you would like to 
be added to the waiting list, call the Library. 

Art Exhibit
Sonja Vaccari recently installed a dozen incredibly clever masks 
constructed  out of things gathered in the local woods.  Stop by 
the children’s room for some smiles, wit and whimsy. 

Preschool Story Time
Join Brooke Coleman on non-holiday Mondays at 10:00 in the Li-
brary (unless it’s beautiful outside) for stories, crafts, play, visiting, 
and healthy snacks.  No pre-registration is required.  Come meet 
others with small children.

Yoga on Tuesdays
Each Tuesday gentle community yoga occurs in the upstairs of 
the Town Hall at 6:00 p.m. with newly certified yoga instructor 
Jessica O’Clare.  Bring your own mat.  The class accommodates 
all levels and emphasizes flexibility.

Saturday Refreshments Return
Remember a couple of years ago when every Saturday in Decem-
ber there were refreshments for your enjoyment at the Library?  
Well, as we slowly return to “normal” we will again be offering 
warming refreshments each Saturday during the month of Decem-
ber.  Stop by to browse and munch and sip.  Sit for a while and 
peruse a magazine.  Select books, music, or dvds for all ages to 
usher in the cozy , festive,  or even the “bah-humbug” of the sea-
son. Use our high speed internet with a steaming, fragrant  cup of 
tea in your hand.  Relax.
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Adult Fiction

Some of the new materials at your library

Children’s Nonfiction
Aragno, Rachele  Mel the Chosen
Balkan, Gabrielle  Georgia O’Keefe
Gardner, Kate  How to Find a Fox
Messner, Kate  Tracking Tortoises
Montgomery, H.  What’s in Your pocket?

Children’s Fiction
Clarke, Maxine  When We Say Black Lives Matter
Fox, Mem  Cat Dog
Harmon, Sharon      Francois’ Christmas Crossing (Local Author)
John, Jory  The Smart Cookie
Kinney, Jeff  Big Shot
Kruszynski, Elliot         Wiggle, Walk, Wash! Baby’s First Animals 
Lilly, Elizabeth  Let Me Fix You a Plate
Pimentel, Annette  Pura’s Cuentos
Reynolds, Peter  Our Table
Rinker, Sherri  Construction Site
Ruths, Mitali  Archie Celebrates Diwali
Seeger, Laura  Red
Shea, Bob  Chez Bob
Stein, David  Interrupting Chicken 
Swenson, Jamie  We Want Snow!
Wang, Andrea  Watercress
Wenzel, Brendan  Inside Cat
Willems, Mo  An Elephant & Piggie Biggie!

Adult Non-Fiction
Drummond, Ree            The Pioneer Woman Cooks: Super Easy!
Elliott, Andrea  Invisible Child 
Gee, Henry  A (Very) Short History of Life on Earth
Goodall, Jane  The Book of Hope
Greenspan, Dorie  Baking with Dorie
Navarro, Peter  In Trump Time
Orleans, Susan  On Animals
Rhodes, Richard  Scientist 
Wong, Cecily  Gastro Obscura

DVDs: 
A Gift from Bob, Joe Bell, Old, and
 The 100 Season 4

Albom, Mitch  The Stranger in the Lifeboat
Archer, Jeffrey  Over My Dead Body
Beaton, M.C.  Down the Hatch
Child, Lee & Andrew Better Off Dead
Grisham, John  The Judge’s List
Hoffman, Alice  The Book of Magic
Horowitz, Anthony A Line to Kill
Kinsella, Sophie  The Party Crasher
Krupitsky, Naomi  The Family 
Macomber, Debbie Dear Santa
Maguire, Gregory The Brides of Maracoor 
McIlvanney, William The Dark Remains
Mizushima, Margaret Striking Range 
Shafak, Elif  The Island is Missing Trees
Strout, Elizabeth  Oh William!
Winman, Sarah  Still Life
Unger, Lisa  Last Girl Ghosted 

Young adult
Bradford, Chris  Young Samurai 
Forman, Gayle  Frankie & Bug
Riordan, Rick  Daughter of the Deep
Simpson, Dana  Unicorn Playlist

Audiobooks
Goodall, Jane  The Book of Hope
Hawkins, Paula  A Slow Fire Burning
Patterson, James  The Black Book
Patterson, James  The Red Book
Riley, Vanessa  Island Queen

Kathy Morris
 Recently, I was asked to participate in a Massachusetts Small Library Forum to discuss our Summer Reading Programs as they are rec-
ognized for their excellence.  It was fun reminiscing with Norah Dooley, Beth Gospodarek, Maureen Blasco, and Gina Verelli  about the 
eighteen-years of the  Royalston Shakespeare Company and the many other different summer  programs we have sponsored.  I realized 
how fortunate we (and I) are to be surrounded by such dedicated and talented people.  
   The panel showcased what each library has been doing.  Royalston was the only one with specific programs for preschool children and 
also the only one with a summer theater program.  Hearing about other creative summer reading programs made me feel grateful and 
fortunate to have such widespread community support, including: the Royalston Academy program funding  each summer; the Friends 
of the Library consistent funds and support;  Valuing Our Children preschool-focused  funds; Brooke Coleman , who puts together age-
appropriate, engaging preschool programs; and  Gina Verrelli, who has been instrumental for coming up with innovative programming 
ideas for both summer and winter reading.  
   Me?  I realized my role is to provide backing,  support and implementation,  and to create at least one  program a summer.  Apparently, I 
am famous for the complicated ones.   But, when someone comes back twenty years later and lets me know she still has her kaleidoscope 
or he still has his stilts, I realize it was all worth it.  
  Stay tuned, there will be more coming next summer.  Plans for Shakespeare are in the works!   Mark you calendars- This free theater 
workshop is open to all kids 7 and up.  Dates are firming up, but the Bard will tread the boards for about 2-weeks sometime between mid 
June and July 3.   It is an excellent program.  

Library Presents at State Forum for Program Excellence
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Congratulations and good newsHistorical Society News
Graduates , newlyweds, reunions, pandemic babies... 
share the milestones here at the RCN!  This is your space.  

‘It sifts from leaden sieves’ 
by Emily Dickenson 

It sifts from leaden sieves,
It powders all the wood,
It fills with alabaster wool
The wrinkles of the road.

It makes an even face
Of mountain and of plain, —
Unbroken forehead from the east
Unto the east again.

It reaches to the fence,
It wraps it, rail by rail,
Till it is lost in fleeces;
It flings a crystal veil

On stump and stack and stem, —
The summer’s empty room,
Acres of seams where harvests were,
Recordless, but for them.

It ruffles wrists of posts,
As ankles of a queen, —
Then stills its artisans like ghosts,
Denying they have been. 

Amy Putney recently realized her long-time dream of compet-
ing in the All-American Quarter Horse Congress in Colum-
bus, Ohio, the world’s largest single-breed horse show, with 
25,000+ entries, and nearly 6,000 registered American Quar-
ter Horses.  She spent a week there, showing in four Amateur-
Aged Gelding Halter Classes.  She and Bugs (Registered un-
der the name Invitd Ona Impulse) placed 12th and 10th in 
the Limited Division, and also went into the Amateur Level I 
Hunter Under Saddle, as well as Equitation, and Showman-
ship.  She reports tough competition, and in some cases was 
competing against 90 other riders and their equine partners.  
She reports it was a “fun show, but to come home in a top ten 
was the icing on the cake!”  Amy is making plans to travel to 
the World Equestrian Center in Ohio next spring, to compete 
in the American Quarter Horse Association’s Level I Champi-
onship.  Amy and Bugs are shown with their support team (l-r) 
Jen Cahoon; Kara Dougherty Paul (trainer); Amy’s mother, 
Brenda Putney; Kelsey Brooks; and Kelsey’s mother, Karen 
Brooks.  Not in the photo are team members Toni Gregoire; 
Wendy Becker; and Kristen Hayes.

I would like to become a member of the 
Royalston Historical Society Inc.

    ____ Enclosed are 2022 dues of $25.00
    ____ I would also like to contribute to the Building Restoration 
Fund with a tax deductible donation of ____________

Name:
Address:
Email:

Checks payable to the Royalston Historical Society may be mailed 
to PO  Box 23, Royalston MA 01368 or deposited in donation box at 

School House #1

Mary C. Barclay was recently honored with a well-deserved 
 Lifetime Achievement Award 

from the Massachusetts Association of School Committees

Isn’t it a wonder 
how autumn trees
release their leaves
to drift into a multicolored
mosaic on the forest floor

How the vacant space above
creates a place where
sun’s rays
can penetrate deep
within the forest glade

How the oaks take last turn
to let go
their leathery, drooping leaves,
clinging on to the waning warmth
as fall ticks a cog,
tocking the seasons clock

One alarming morning
we’ll all wake up to 
winter white

Michael Young
current Royalston 
Poet Laureate

Thank you to Michael Adams and his many elves, 
who created and sold dozens of wreathes to benefit 
the Royalston and Athol Historical Societies.  Fur-
ther thanks to all who purchased wreathes.  Your 
homes look very festive and fantastic!  
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Obituaries
The family of the late Samantha Gallagher would like to thank 
the Royalston Fire Department, the Royalston Police Department, 
the Athol-Royalston School, the Royalston Selectboard, the Con-
gregational Church, and everyone who came for the services.  We 
appreciate the support we’ve received over the past year.  
 Raymond and Carolyn Brown and family
 James and Janice Draper
 Hailey, Kellum, and Jackson

Samantha L. Gallagher, “Sam,” 35, of Royalston, formerly of 
Wareham, passed away Thursday, November 11, 2021, at Boston 
Medical Center after a long battle with cancer.  Sam was the moth-
er of Hailey Robbins, Kellum and Jackson Korpi, all of Royalston, 
and the wife of David M. Gallagher of Athol.
    Sam is also survived by her parents, Raymond V. and Caro-
lyn (Atwood) Brown, Sr., of Royalston; her brothers Raymond 
V. Brown, Jr. of Middleboro and Christopher Brown and his wife 
Lori or Wareham; her grand-
parents, Janice and James 
Draper of Royalston, and 
Thornton “Buzzy” and Betty 
Brown of Onset.  She was the 
aunt of Nash, Evyn, Vance, 
Riley, and Cali.  She is also 
survived by many loving 
aunts, uncles, relatives, and 
friends.

 Doris (Dunham) Smith, 84, of Roy-
alston, passed away at home on Mon-
day, November 22, 2021. 
   Doris was born in Winchendon, MA 
on November 18, 1937, daughter of 
Lewis Dunham and Arlene (Stowell) 
Dunham. She attended Royalston 
schools and graduated from Gardner 
High School. 
   Doris married Nelson Messier in 
1954. She is survived by their two 
sons, Paul (Kim) Messier and Mark 
(Kolinda) Messier, both of Fremont, 

Nebraska. She is predeceased by their daughter, Darlene Messier. 
Doris leaves several grandchildren, Lena, Michael, Lewis, Bobby, 
Phillip, Kirby, Caleb and Tianna and four great grandchildren, 
Dylan, Kiera, Carly and Christian. 
   Doris is predeceased by her second husband, Arthur J. Smith. 
They made their home for a number of years in Westminster. She 
is also predeceased by brothers, Lewis Dunham of Texas, Harry 
Dunham of Virginia, and recently sisters, Rita Gates and June 
Smith, both of Royalston. Doris is survived by her brothers, Roger 
Dunham of Royalston, Billie of Florida and her two sisters, Alice 
Leonard of Royalston and Sally Berry of Orange, MA. 
   Doris worked for a number of years as a waitress at some well-
known restaurants in the area, including the Cape Ann Diner, Chat 
& Chew in Westminster and the Chetwood Restaurant and Inn in 
Templeton. Doris was known as a hard worker and often worked 
two and three jobs at a time, including working at Independent 
Lock in Fitchburg and retiring from Digital Equipment Corpora-
tion in Westminster. 
   Upon retirement, she traveled to jazz and bluegrass festivals as 
far west as Omaha and south to Florida, where Doris had a vendor 
booth to sell her craft items of knitted and handmade items. Doris 
was a prolific oil painter and loved to make many types of crafts. 
   In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to American Cancer 
Society. A memorial service is planned for a later date.

Ingredients
3 - 4  cups of  vegetable or chicken broth
2 cups of water
1  pack (2 – 3 oz.) of  ramen noodles .  Throw away the seasoning pkt. 
1 tablespoon canola oil
1 clove of garlic (minced)
1/4 inch ginger root (finely minced)
2 – 3 tablespoons of tamari or soy sauce
A good drizzle of sesame oil
1/2 tablespoon honey
Optional:  1/2 tablespoon of Chili Garlic Sauce (or Sriracha Sauce) 
Optional: 1/4 teaspoon of Dijon Mustard( or Hot Mustard) 

1 zucchini and 1 carrot  -julienned is prettiest but sliced is fine. 
2 small bok choy  - halved
3/4 cup of mushrooms - (your choice of what kind ) – sliced thin
1 Green Onion (White Part sliced thin in broth – save green part 
for garnish)

Instructions:
In a medium pot, on a low to medium heat, add vegetable oil. Add 
in mushrooms,  white parts of green onion, and maybe zucchini  
(if it is not julienned), and saute for several minutes. Then add in 
tamari, garlic and ginger and saute for a few more minutes. Pour 
in 3 cups of broth and the 2 cups of water, chili sauce, mustard, 
honey, a drizzle of sesame oil, and then stir. Heat. Taste and see if 
you’d like to add more salt or tamari, etc. 
   Fill a different pot half way with water, cover,  and bring to a low 
boil.  Place bok choy in and blanch for 3 minutes.  Remove with 
a slotted spoon and place on a plate.  In that same water, now boil 
your noodles for the time noted on your package. Once done, care-
fully remove the noodles with a pair of tongs into a medium bowl. 
Lastly use that same water to blanch your carrots for 3 – 5 minutes 
and remove those and place onto the plate with the bok choy. (Ju-
lienned zuke is not pre-cooked. It softens in hot broth at the end. ) 
   
Presentation (you can be fussily pretty in the arrangement or just 
cram it all in a bowl and eat ) :  Ladle broth into a big bowl. Then 
using tongs, add  some noodles. Then place some carrots, zucchini, 
mushrooms and bok choy on top. Garnish with chopped onion tops. 
A peeled and halved lightly hard-boiled egg, basking in the ramen 
broth, is extra delicious.  

Recipe of the Month
Lunar New Year’s Eve is a traditional night of feasting.  In 2022, 
it falls on January 31st.   Why not mark the day with some cozy 
homemade ramen soup?  It is tasty and healthy, and it only takes 
about 30 min to put together.  Cutting noodles, especially on New 
Year’s, is believed to cut into your longevity, luck, and prosperity, 
so remember to slurp ! 
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Village School
Rise Richardson, director
  
Before Thanksgiving, everyone at the school brought in a moun-
tain of food for the Orange Food Pantry.

All classes began Winter Gardens in late November, beginning 
with rocks and sand, adding moss and then adding miniature ani-
mals.  They take the gardens home for the holidays, adding a can-
dle to honor the light in all of us.  

Our weekly COVID PCR tests have brought another layer of safe-
ty to the school. Our Test and Stay program has worked well, for 
keeping students in school who have been exposed to COVID.  

1st-6th graders start cross country skiing on Fridays in January, all 
around Camp Caravan and up at Jolly Farm.

The next Open House is Saturday February 12th, from 10 to noon.  
Tour the school, see classrooms, meet teachers and find out about 
admissions.  We are taking names for preschool, kindergarten and 
5th-6th for next fall, email rise@villageschoolma.org if you are 
interested.

You can order Deans Beans coffee and other goodies for the holi-
days at https://www.villageschoolma.org/shop/    Orders are due 
by Dec. 10th. for delivery to the school hallway on Dec. 16.

For up-to-date information, go to www.villageschoolma.org

 Monty  Tech, Mary C Barclay, representative
Overall, Monty Tech is still well below the 
80% vaccination rate that would allow for 
retiring masks for students and staff.  Roy-
alston and Winchendon are dragging down 
the District average, with each having the 

lowest percentages (each 43%) of 12-19-year-olds fully vaccinat-
ed; Templeton is a few percentage points higher at 48%;  Monty 
Tech towns of Holden, Princeton, and Harvard have rates of 95%, 
94%, and 93%, respectively.
    Monty Tech, in partnership with Fitchburg Community Health 
Connections offered COVID-19 boosters (both Pfizer and Mod-
erna) and flu immunizations to all employees, free of charge. 
    Monty Tech was awarded $150,000 of the requested $240,062 
FY22 in Skills Capital Grant funding.  The award will be invested 
in new dental lab rotary instruments, a 3-D panoramic x-ray ma-
chine and a manikin for use with the x-ray machine, a sterilization 
center and ultrasonic cleaning unit, and four new hydraulic chairs. 
These new resources, in addition to day school, will be used with 
an evening adult education course in Dental Assisting Training, 
working in cooperation with MassHire partners to employ suc-
cessful graduates of the program. (This brings to $2,179,686, the 
total grant funding from Skills Capital Grants.)
   Julie Blazar has been hired as Monty Tech’s new Community 
Outreach Specialist, and among other tasks, is addressing food in-
security within the Monty Tech Community.  She has made mean-
ingful connections with area agencies serving low-income popula-
tions, and has donated a supply of the insulated food bags used 
to deliver meals to students during remote operations, along with 
dual-language (English/Spanish) information about Monty Tech. 
    Monty Tech’s Practical Nursing Program, appears to be weath-
ering the Pandemic relatively well, achieving an 88% passing rate 
on the 2020 NCLEX (National Council Licensure Examination), 
exceeding the 84% national average.  The Board of Registration in 
Nursing (BoRN) recently completed their on-site review, done ev-
ery five years.  During the three-day visit, they conducted numer-
ous interviews, and inspections of instructional spaces, technol-
ogy, and equipment.  Upon completion of the paperwork review, 
they will report back with their assessment.
   Monty Tech’s Marine JROTC (Junior Reserve Officer Training) 
Corps held a special ceremony to honor First Sergeant Paul Jornet 
for his 17 years of service to the program.  He has been tapped to 
serve at the National level in Washington, D.C., overseeing all Ma-
rine Corps JROTC programs.  Monty Tech grad and past JROTC 
Cadet Mrs. Jasmine Silvera-Garcia has been hired as a long-term 
substitute to assist First Sergeant Shane Dillon.
    Royalston’s representative Mary C. Barclay attended the three-
day MA Association of School Committee’s annual meeting in 
Hyannis last month, again serving as Monty Tech’s voting del-
egate.  She was honored at the Leadership Banquet with the As-
sociation’s Lifetime Achievement Award, for her “…service to 
community and local school committee, exhibiting the best char-
acteristics of public service.”  She is the fifth recipient of Monty 
Tech to receive the honor, and the first Royalston recipient of the 
23-year-old award.

Buy Local on Small Business Saturday
Mary C. Barclay
    Support your friends, neighbors, community organization, and 
the local economy this holiday season – Buy Local! Check out the 
“Classifieds” in this issue of your all-volunteer produced newslet-
ter for some gift giving ideas. You can even “gift” a subscription 
to this newsletter, or buy a “sponsor box” in someone’s honor!  
(Contact Beth at chasegos2@gmail.com or 978-249-0358.)

What happens to local animals in winter?  
The weather can be frightful, but local animals have some cool 
adaptations to get through the long cold winter.  

Woodfrogs freeze solid.  They make an antifreeze in their livers 
that allows them to thaw out and rise up singing in the spring.  

Snapping turtles burrow in the swampy mud and slow their metab-
olism down to nearly nothing.  They don’t eat; their hearts barely 

beat; and their tiny bit of res-
piration passes through their 
cloecas (butts!).  

Birds puff up their feathers 
and appreciate their built-in 
down parkas.  
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Wanted: Looking for donations of camping supplies, like a large 
cast iron dutch oven, griddle, and other large pans and cooking 
utensils,  to be donated for our scouting group. Please contact Te-
resa at 405.885.0650
Services Available
Royalston Dog Walker - I let the dogs out.  Call or text 978-340-2105 

Babysitter available.  Completed Red Cross Babysitter Training. 
Please call Hailey Dilg at 978-248-9828.

Photography Services: Events, portraits, weddings, horse and 
dog shows, and commercial photos. Visit www.snowheronstudios.
com  Call 978-249-8108 or 978-248-9454.

Horse Help! You and your horse may find an extra pair of hands, 
another pair of eyes & experience useful. I can assist at your 
horse’s home space or my farm, working with your equipment or 
mine. Book by the day. Call or text Suzanne: (978) 424-8580.

2 matted horse stalls available; round pen, arena, generous turn-
out, watchful care 24/7. Black Horse Farm is near Birch Hill Dam 
by horseback. $400 per month. Training  or any number of lessons 
$575 per month. Text Susanne at (978) 424-8580. Current email: 
cobbsuzanne4@yahoo.com.

Wildlife woodcarvings and hand-painted ornaments by Laurie 
Truehart. Three-dimensional, life-like carvings of various animals 
and habitat, and glass bulbs (singles or sets) featuring wild birds, 
ducks, other animals available.  In-stock, or custom-designs avail-
able.   Contact by Facebook messenger or text 978-939-3962.

Graphic digital artist. Websites, print materials - posters, flyers, 
brochures, business cards, etc. Also photo and slide scanning of-
fered. Barbara 508.364.3339 or brguiney@wildblue.net.

House cleaning.  4 hr - $60.00.  Royalston resident.  Call Fran:  
home  249-4596 or  cell  978- 895-0817.  

DTM Landscaping. spring cleanup, snowplowing. Call Theresa 
Gates 413-336-1850 or David Plourde 413-336-1593.

for sale: 
The Livi Farm has homemade preserves for sale made with their 
own organically grown produce, an excellent gift or addition to 
your holiday meal.  A full list can be found on The Livi Farm Face-
book page or email livifarm@outlook.com. 

Sweets from Teenie’s Sweet Shop:  Family-owned Sweet Shop 
that bakes up large size cookies, brownies, whoopie pies, pocket 
pies, and many other sweet treats. All items made to order. Special 
orders welcomed. 413-768-1614 email teeniessweetshop@gmail.
com also on Facebook and Instagram

Rainbow Crown Bakery  custom-decorated cookies, by Erin Gi-
rouard of Royalston.  Check out Facebook “Rainbow Crown Bak-
ery” pictures, and at
https://www.etsy.com/shop/RainbowCrownBakery or call her at 
401-749-2424 to discuss the cookies of your dreams. 

Vermont Castings Vigilant wood burning stove. Great stove; in 
Royalston. $100. cash. U p/u.  Call or text David @ 617-593-0056

Laying chickens for sale.  Large brown eggs.  Barred Rocks, Buff 
Orpingtons and Black Giants.  $12.00 each.  These beautiful girls 
are ready to go!  Call Deb Nunes, 978-249-4000

Custom thermal travel cups by Swank Kreations. Single pieces 
or sets; totally kool kids’s cups.   Krys and Keith Swan at swank-
kreations@gmail.com .

Fresh eggs and Royalston maple syrup  from  Putney’s Sugar-
house -$20/quart; Eggs $4/dozen.  Contact Jessica Putney Schanz 
at 978-939-3329 (cell); 978-249-248-8617; jessputney1989@
gmail.com

Pork Cut Packages available.  Variety packs.  10 lbs- $55   20lbs- 
$100  Sausage also available for $4/ lb- breakfast, hot, sweet, and 
cajun.   Call Chet 978-895-6327

Fresh Eggs:  $3/dozen, are available when the cooler is at the end of 
the driveway at 185 North Fitzwilliam Road.  Contact Brenda Putney 
at 978-249-7787 to reserve eggs for pick-up.

Nature books and prints.  Commissions accepted.  Call Gordon 
Morrison at 978-249-2947. 

Firewood-  Green $195/ 170 cu feet. Call Jim Putney.  978-249-3379.

Mulch your garden. -  Fertilize by the load or by the bag from 
Black Horse Farm (978) 424-8580 or email   suzannagaits@gmail.
com

Birch Knoll Farm  - Hay for sale.    Contact Helen at 978-249-
3163 or 774-239-5062

                            

Raw Squier Davis Farm honey
totally out of honey!
Next harvest:  end of May 2022
We welcome the return of jars on the bench on our porch

Sweetwater Sugar House at the LeRays’ has local syrup avail-
able. Call 978-249-3464.

Royalston Maple Syrup from  Divoll’s  sugar house. Prices: pints 
$12, quarts $20, half gallons $32 and gallons $55.  Text/ Call John  
978-894-5109.

For sale

Classifieds
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Autumn Rituals
The oaks and maples that surround our home have 
closed down for winter and bequeathed their leaves 
to us. Great masses of leaves, brown and brittle, stretch across 
our yard. And so, an autumn ritual has begun. Bit by bit, over 
several days, I remove the leaves from our yard. Given that our 
yard is, essentially, an extension of the forest, clearing it of leaves 
seems a futile task. A patch of grass that was liberated from leaves 
just yesterday has another fall of leaves today. I think of Sisyphus, 
the Greek king who was doomed to push a boulder uphill only to 
have it roll back down as he neared the top. Over and over again, it 
seems, I clear the same spot. But, like Sisyphus, I persevere.  

Though the swish and crackle of dry leaves is iconic of fall, I pre-
fer to rake on mornings after an autumn rain. Clumped in sodden 
masses, the leaves are docile and cooperative. They are easy to 
pick up with rake and shovel, and lay obediently in the wheelbar-
row, awaiting their final destination.

I wish that destination could be a pile of burning leaves, because 
that smell is the essence of fall. I remember crisp autumn Sundays 
from long ago when, under a sky low with clouds, our father would 
burn the leaves from our yard. Tall and lanky in his canvas jacket, 
he was suddenly not just our father but a man of great magic, wise 
in this ritual of fire and leaves. Rake in hand, he would watch the 
flames, add more leaves bit by bit, and keep us at a safe distance. 
We six would skitter around the edge of the fire, giddy with ex-
citement and awe, too cold in our fall jackets but too excited to 
go inside. That evening we would all smell of smoke and crisp 
autumn air.

I am not sure of the protocols around leaf burning nowadays. So, 
the final resting place for our Royalston leaves is, fittingly enough, 
the forest floor. With the wheelbarrow full, I push our leaves across 
the lawn, through an opening in our stone wall, and into the woods. 
I maneuver over small stones and twigs, pushing further and fur-
ther under the trees. 

I arrive at a spot that has become the resting place for our unwanted 
leaves – a leaf graveyard of sorts. Here the ground is the color of 
buckskin. Above me the half-light of autumn filters through bare 
trees. The silence that surrounds me is almost sacred – something 
important is happening here. I nudge a small pile nearby and a rich 
darkness is revealed. Slowly, quietly, our leaves are becoming the 
forest floor.

I am struck by the vastness of this place. Around me are piles of 
varying sizes marking each spot where a year’s worth of leaves 
was deposited. I think of ancient burial sites and abandoned grave-
yards where mounds like these are whispers of past lives. This is 
a place where leaves are remembered as they slowly return to the 
earth. 

I deposit this year’s offering and think of my father. “Wise man of 
autumn rituals,” I whisper, “you would approve of this trading of 
fire for earth.”
    Deb D’Amico

Garden Notes    November 22, 2021

The first indication of frost (ice on the grass) did not occur until 
early November.  My go-to plant for assessing frost damage is the 
basil. If the basil remains green, everything in the garden will re-
main green.  The basil was green.  Everything remained green.  At 
least for a couple of days, the temperature then dipping the few 
more degrees necessary to bring closure to the basil and other frost-
sensitive crops.  If we’ve experienced a later fall frost, I have no 
recollection of it.  Of course, my records are in disarray, my mind 
even more so.

Nonetheless, the garden persists.  Daikons and rutabagas remain 
in the ground.  (Under normal circumstances, the beets and carrots 
would as well, but, of course, they were rabbitted and none are 
left to be unearthed.)  Cabbages and Brussels sprouts are healthy 
but barely harvestable and, in fact, we’ve harvested none.  Another 
month of moderate temperatures might mature them but another 
month of moderate temperatures is an impossibility.  Tatsoi, spin-
ach, and kale provide just enough to give the illusion we are well-
fed with fresh greens.   Leeks do not mature; they just continue to 
grow.  Some have taken on the dimensions of baseball bats.  Rasp-
berries were pickable until a week ago.  I could not have imagined 
myself saying this, but I think I’ve had my fill of raspberries.

I’m still in the game:  unoccupied beds have been cleaned up and 
turned, though enrichment remains for another day.  Ray Sawyer 
gifted me a dump truck’s worth of Country Hen’s chicken manure.  
In the universe of barnyard manures, chicken is the gold standard.  
I’m letting the pile mellow a bit before application.  Turning the 
beds was a piece of cake, requiring no more than a sharp hoe (mine 
is reasonably so), a sturdy back (mine is reasonably so), and time 
(no shortage of that, the challenge being to fill it rather than find 
it).  The strawberry patch was another story:  weed-free in July, it 
was inundated with dandelions, docks, and assorted grasses, and 
required hand-digging to remove them.  The strawberries continue 
their migration outward.  The size of the bed triple its original di-
mensions.  They will be generously mulched before seriously-cold 
weather arrives.  It’s an effort, but these are strawberries after all.  I 
do not grow a more desirous crop.

The potatoes, onions, garlic, and butternut squashes litter the 
house.  They will be sorted one final time before re-location to the 
root cellar.  Apples fill a small stall in the barn.  Last month’s call 
for apple enthusiasts fell upon deaf ears.  Isn’t there any among 
you putting up applesauce?  Fifty years ago most every household 
did.  Now, it’s a can of Mott’s from the supermarket.  And we call 
this progress.

This is the 217th time I’ve shared 
the affairs of the garden with you.  
I fear I’m running out of things to 
say.
    
    
    
  Larry Siegel
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The Royalston Community Newsletter is printed by:

Renovations R Us
All Phases of Home Improvement

cell 508-425-0570

MA CS #62476   HIC # 115978
Bob Leblanc, Royalston

 

@HonorsUML 

@honorscollegeuml 

You Tell Me
A free academic enrichment program

www.teamgauss511.com

Take charge of your learning. Let me help you.

Student and adult learners welcome.

Paul A. Montero, P.L.S.
Professional Land Surveyor

101 Northeast Fitzwilliam Rd - PO Box 20
Royalston, Massachusetts 01368

Telephone: (978) 249-5879
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Newsletter Staff
Editor: Beth Gospodarek
Layout and Sponsorships: Stephen Chase
Circulation: Becky Divoll, Maureen Blasco
Treasurer: Maureen Blasco
Staff:  Theresa Quinn, Mary Barclay, Larry Siegel
     Submission deadline for February issue: Jan. 22

   Please Contact Us 
To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:

 E-mail:  chasegos2@gmail.com
 Mail:  PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
 Fax:  978-249-3572 (library)
 Phone: 978-249-0358 (newsletter)
 In person: Drop off at library
RCN reserves the right to edit and restrict all submissions. 
This Newsletter is mailed out free of charge to all Royalston 
households as a public service provided by the Friends of the 
Phinehas S. Newton Library with support from the Highland 
Press, the Royalston Cultural Council, our sponsors and the en-
tire community.

Out of Town Subscriptions
are available for $25/calendar year (10 issues)

by mailing a check to: Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton
 Library, PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368

Royalston Resident
Star Route 80
Royalston MA 01368

The Royalston Community Newsletter
Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton Library
PO Box 133
Royalston MA 01368

Preschool Storytime
at the Library

10 am each Monday
Stories, socializing, songs, snacks and crafts

Free
Call the Library for more information

Shop Local Artists at your  Library this Holiday

Notecards by Amy Newland and  Clarence Rabideau are available.  
Also there are some framed paintings by Gail Osgood ($100 and 
$200) and two small drawings by Clarence Rabideau ($10).  The 
Friends of the Library receive the profit from these sales.  

First Congregational Church of Royalston Outreach
Marion’s Food Pantry:  If anyone is in need or knows of 
someone in need within the Royalston community please let us 
know.  No one should be without food.  We can deliver to you or 
you can come in to pick out what is needed.

Weekly Meals:  We are also cooking meals and delivering them 
to anyone homebound, elderly, physically or medically challenged  
who could use a home-cooked meal and some of God’s love.
Please contact:  Debbie Conrad (978)895-3505, Fred Hodgeman 
(978)894-4996, and Wendell Kathan (978)939-3990


